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GREATEST WOMAN FLYER
DELIGHTS HELENA CROWD

ACROSS ATLANTIC.

SEVERAL THOUSAND ON HAND TO WELCOME AMELIA
EARHART PUTNAM. AUDIENCE AT BANQUET IS
THRILLED BY DESCRIPTION OF FAMOUS “HOP”

slage.

Mra. Putnam's falk was [nspira-
tHoual In every meaune nf Lhe wnord,
and i1 in doubtlul 1€ rbhe realires
hrraelf the great mervice that she
{s porforming for the aviation io-

Amelia Earhart Putnam, the first woman (o make a “solo™
flight across the Atlantic ocean, last night delighted nearly 100
Helena people and visiting members of the legisiature, al a
bangquet given in her honor at the Placer hotel. After hearing|
the story of her flight across the “hig pond,” told hy herself,!
even the mosl skeplical were convinced that avialion has a|
place of high importance in the commerce of the country. and
that this method of transportation is far pasl Lhe experimental

|

duslry, and the conlidenre in air-'l
¢raft that £he |9 capable of kind-|
ling. Tler charming perronalifs.
manner in which she presented hor
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% little hov In a middle-western cliy

GAEATEST WOMAN FLYER
DELIGHTS HELENA CROWD

{f'nllli!‘lllﬂ;lT'E;'ﬂ- I'nge 1.)

aubjert, nud her songe of lhumor,
won her admirera In lelena who
will lonk back upon her visit here
e pn autalanding cvent, and vne
whierh wil) not snen he forgottern

Al the Ileleng nirport yexterday
afterunon, ihe distingulshed visiior
was greeted by thousands of prople
as th hugn Novthwest Alrlines
piane. with a wingapread of 80 feet,
came lo a peilect threc-point land-
ing shortly before 4:30 n'clork. She
wis escorted to the administration!
building by Fred Sheriff. Helena
atrport commismoner, where ule
made a <lLort talk from a second-
alorv windaow

Camverns Olick

Cameras clicked from all sides an
Mrs., Putpam walked through Lhe
great evowd, and ag ehe delivered
4 few words of greeting, in which
slin eongratnlaied the people of
Melrna far thewr splendld alrport
nuring her stay here she 1s a gnest
nf Mr and Mras Fred Sheriff, 700
Power streel. If weather condltions
are fuvorable she ecxpects tn tnke
off from the airport here xhortly
after luncheon, en route to Spo-
kane.

During the course of the dinner
last »rening Goveruor Erickson
asked Mrs. Putnam if she would
not like to vislt the legislatme
when it (s In sesslon today. Al-
though her time Is limited, and
aha Is making this northern trip
on a repgular schedule, she said
she wonld prefer it If the governor
would "ask her Lo come back romne-
time ™ She said that she started
flying mm 19240.

Introduced by Governor

Eiddie O'Connell, preaident of the
Helena Commercial cluh, was {oast-
master at the hanquet, and alter
extending & welcome to Mrs. Put.
nam he asked Governor Erickson
Lo intreduce her.

The gorvernor assured the charm-
ing giest that Montana people were
afir-minded. and that they were
fully appreciative of ithe feats per-
formed in aviation by such daring
pilots mas Mra. Putnam

“Spme vyeurs ago,” he said. "1
had the pleasure of introducing
Colone! Lindberg, and nmow T have
the pleasnve (o introduce lo a 1iel.
ena audience 1he most distin-
cuched flyer of the other sex ™

Mrs Putnam. in opening her talk,
tald the governor that be had giv-
en her one of the moat pleasant
introductions that she had ever re.
celved. She spad that it was some.
times diffeuit to tell people who
she wns not, rather than who sho
LR R

On varfous occasions she has
heen refeired to as the woman
“whp awam the English channel,”
a waller in a dinmg car once lden-
fified her ax the woaman who

“gwam the Allantir ocean,'” and n

wherr she was going to deliver a

—

lecturo called hier “Uolone]l Lind-
beeeh's wmnilher '
"ralwes Alrport

Mra, PPotnum saod that she was
“gurprised at tho exeellent wirport™
in [olens, although she dld oot
know what to expeel hecanse this
15 her [iral vislt 1o Montana and
to ils Capilal Chy. She salid that
w rity's pirport was fast becoming
fias impartanl as any other public
huliding.”

She suld thal she had sold her
trana-Atlantic ahip to a muzesm,
aned that another plane whlch she
haed ordered was nol vel rewdy for
delivery. Oy hor norlthern trip rhe
is the puest of Colooel Y. 1. Bril.
tin af S, Panl, geners|l manager

=

forl without artificlal oxygen. As-
+-he wtarted through the clowd, com- .
plelely blind, ralu slashed ngainst
the machine. Tho rain later turned
te aluab, and sho feared that the
ont=plo Mying  Insteamenis milght
become eoaled with lce aond ceasn
Lo tunetlon,

When she descended ahe aald thnt
the absence of tha altimeler was
most lelt Fartunalely, however,
alie could sen the white caps break-
g ou tho water, and sho was bet-
ter able to judge just how low sha
cotld 1y sweeesslully. Agaln sho
ascended, and finally found an arca
between the water and the storm
vioud which was the least hazard-
oits, She flew through this area
for hive liowis.

of the Northwest Alrways, [ne,

Mrs. Putnam sald she would say
a few words, and then would
answer questions  She openwel by
asking her llsteners some guestlons
to detsrmine hom many had made
an airplane trip duning the last two
vears, and how many wonld and
would nol take a trlp now 1f they
had an opportunity Scveial showed
that they were not yet “arr-mind-
ad.™

Speaks to Women

She spoke esperially lo the wo.
men among her listenera and urged
the mothers to take thewr rhlldien
up in an airplane while Lhey are
still voungsierg. Sale {lying 158 now
pogsible, she continued. and the
voung people of today take to fly-
ing as they never have before.
when she volunicered i{o anawer
guestions relative to avialion, Mr.
Shariff acked her to relate the story
of her trans-Atlantic [light.

“It is not what you fly over,” she
opened, “but what you fly through.
The major diflercnce between land
and air f{lving 1s the storms which
are enrovnlered on the ocean.'

Btarts at Night

She said she left llarbor Grace
at mght. believing thal the weather
nould be more favorable, Taking
off on a rocky runway, ‘where
there was mo alrport. she ascended
12.000 feet the [irst hour. Iler
plene was rarrying 420 gallous of
gacoline. From ihe alr, she said,
it is poasslble Lo see the sun for a
longer time than on land. Iler
last sight. before plunging Into the
night, was several small icebergs
i the water below, and z [ishing
vegael

During the nexi hour Lhe dark-
ness anereased, and she saw Lhe
mopn rise over a grecat bank of
clouds. It was during Lh:s second
hour that her altimeter stopped
functioning, and during the tbaird
hour she detected burning oil, due
io o faulty exhaust mpe, and she
debated whether or not to turn
baek. Having the vislon of the
rocky runmay—the darkness—and
420 gallons of gesoline on board,
sha declded that It would be safer
fo continue

Ituns Into Siorm

Tt wam daring the next half hour
that she approached a huge dark
clnud  Althaugh 1t wonld be pos-
alhle te go over the tep of it, she
gald sha would have lost time and
fnel, and that it never was advls.
able to ascend more than 15,000

Flys Through Clouds

Befora starting on the trip she
visualized that dawn on the Atlan-
he would bo beauliful. When dawn
rame she way between two layers
ol elguds which looked like snow-
felds. She [eit fatigued from the
glaroe of Lhe sun on theses clouds,
which made 1t necessary (o wWear
colored glasses. Kven the glasses
couitld not romplotely overcoma tho
glare, so she descended, ln the hope
that the undercloud would furnish
some shade,

As she neared the Irish coatt,
shia diud not see a speck of land get
jarger and larger, and several tlmes
she thought rellections of clouds
on the woter were small jslapds.
She observed a fishing vessel which
ghe said looked ‘“‘very attractlve'
after 13 hours in the alr, Bhe elr-
¢led the vessel three times, and was
rerognized. It was a lonely feeling,
ahe asserted, as she left the vessel.
Flying close to the walter, sha saw
twe more vesasls before reachiog
lond,

Tlusions of Land

"“Tha last hour was the hardeat,”
gshe declared. “becrause of the mADY
illusfons of land.”

Rather than a gradual approach
to land, she sald that suddenly alie
faw a great'rocky lump, which was
the Jrieh coast. Following the cus-
tom of American pilota when they
are lost, she found & railroad and
followed it to & village of coneider-
ahle slze, hut where there was no
airport. She denled to her lizten-
era the story that she Killed a cow
when she landed in the meadow,
but said that because she did not
belleve an alrplane ecver landed
there before, it was quite poesible
ihat one of the cows dled of fright.
%he brought her plane up to the
front doar of one of the Insh farm-
ers,

“I'm from Americe,” sho sald as
ghe alighted from the plane alter
more than 14 hours of fiying.

The [armer was not Iimpressed.
She asked for a glass of wvater,
which ahe declaved was an extraor-
dinacy request In Ireland. She went
a mile or so to a telephone, and
cvabled her hushand that she bad ar-
rived safg and sound. The cable
wag deliveredd three days later.
When she returned to the farm
heuse quite o crowd had gathered,
and her farmer {riend was the hero
nf the hour.

* . .. and when she spoke with
a woman's veice,” he said, “I liked
to have fell through the earth.”
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