_H__elena, Montana, Monday Evening,

the Power Block at Sixth and
lLasl Chance Gulch, along wilh
two adjoining buildings, was “n-
nounced to day by M. C. “Mel”
Carbis of Carbis Really who
said it is believed 1o he onc of

the Jargest privale rcal esinte

galcs in Ilelena’s history.

Actual sale price was not dis-
closed, but a selling price ol
more than $550,000 on the three
huildings involved is listed by
the Lewis and Clark County Ap-
praisal Office. _

Power Block Inc., a newly
[ormed corporalion made yp of
Ueleaa atlorney L. V, Harris
and two Buite men, Frank and
James Burgess, hought the six-
siory Power Block, the four-sio-
ry Power Block Anncx on Sixth
and lhe lwo-slory Gold Block on
Last Chanee Guleh from Thom-
a9 1. Tobin.

No major changes are
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The Power Block, Its Annex (right) and the Gold Block.

ower Block Sold

Sale of @ Mclena landmark, planned for the buildings, Har-
ris said, allhough his wife will
assume management dolies.
The Lhree buildings have an
asscssed valuotion of $221,805
and & paid taxable valuation of
$56. 5060,

Harris is a pariner in the law
firm of llarris, Jackson and daughter.
Bennetl with offices In the Hor-
sky Block dlagonally oppnsile
Power Block. The same offices
handle the business afinirg of
the Forrest 1. Anderson Co,

hozens ol stores and olfices
are housed In the bulldings Jn-
cleding Flory's Shacs, the D, A.|In the building.
Davidson Co., Western Uniom,
The Parrolt, the Rialle, the
Small. Business Adminiitration,
Elk River Concrete Products)Survey™ hy the
and the Montana l.egal Services [{ural Iirm of J
Association.

The 82-year-old Power Black
was hullt by T. C. Power who|architecture
came {o Montana in 1864, es- H. Richardson.

1895,

Mrs. Tohin is Power's grand-

The Power Block, originally
named the Montana Buildlng,
hag 10,000 square feet of interl-
or space. Il was built in 1880 as

a ‘“truncaled {iriangle. ' using by - architectural histerlan Wil-

stone quarried casl of llelens.  ljned B. Robinson: tho window
The 1803 Munlana Scnale mel
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lablishing a chain of retaily The design features a “bat-

stores and a river boal line, He |[tered base of heavy stane, and
also built the Steamboatl Block | the scaling down of the mason-
on Helena Avenue.

Power was Monlana's first U.) jloors,”
S. Senator, serving from LBAD to

ry proportions on the npper

"More than any other butld-
ing this tends to establish the
characler of last Chance
Guleh,” the archileets say.

A less obvious design feature
was poinled out In a (968 arli-
cle appearing in '"Montana, The
Magazine of Weslern Hlstory"

thylhm at the cormer s in-
creased by one for cach addi-

Designed hy F. . lead, the|tlonal story. The deeply re-
structure Is deseribed In the|cessed filth-story wondows
book *“Historic Archileeturil|{make a further distinelive fea-

Helena archilee-|{ure, ‘
acobson aml] The same design s found in

Shope as exemplifylng the|Chieago's Auditorium and Mar-

“rugged Romanesque” type olighall Flold Store and in the
popularized by H. -

Cheney Bloek in Hlartford,
Cann.

The interior use of heavy tim-
her, typical of mill construetion,
iwils @t Orst for Helepa. The in-
lerior of the bhuilding also is
marked by a skylighted court,
40 fecl wide hy 60 feel long
Lhrough lhe entire six floors.

Robinson alse sums up the el-
feet of the boilding: “Evidently
19t Century architeels in Hele.
ha Jtad ne profound undersland.
ing of eslhetic doctrines: yel
they gave commereial architec-
lure a laclile richness and hu.
manistie scale.”
| 7The iour-story Power Block

AnneX on Sixth Avenue was
|eompleted in 1914 in a style
somewhat shmilar to the Power
| Block.
.| The lwo-story Gold Block was

huilt in 1920 after the “‘great
fire' of 1928 deslroyed the ori.
ginal four-slory Gold Block, The
originai Gold Block was built in
168k and housed [lelena’s [lirst
elevator. Thal elevator was
equipped with mirrors, leather
seats and slained glass panals.
(1L was waler-powered, reguiring
{140 pounds of pressure from Lhe
Bastside Water Co. reservoir,
Jsonrcees stale,
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