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Orphanage yields treasures P B

By NORMA TIRRELL
IR Stall Writer

The old St. Joseph's orphanage at the corner of
Montana and Custer ls being struck down. The
demolition process has already begun. But from the
destruction have come lreasures lhltmchum back
as 8] years into Helena's history.

Three weeks ago the demolition contractor, Alden
Armstroog of Great Falls, uncovered the cornerstone
box on the mﬂ\mmurutmuglmt,ouhuﬂm
on North Montana Avenue. :

Last summer, behind a cabinet, he found a letier
from a girl be judged to be about 14 or 15, The letter,
2 written during the 1933 ear{hquake told “a

maother or a friend” of the “terrible tumbling of walls”
FROM THE ALTAR TO THE  and of buses coming to rescue the orphans.
SCRAP HEAP — Apubﬂ'.frum Armstrong sald he has found a number of other
the chapel in 8t. J letters above raflers and hehind radiators, as well as
phanage rests obscu am.i-d “hundreds of religions medals,” rosaries, scissors,
the rest of the scrap lumber  marbles and jacks.
accumulated during the The autumn observations of a younger writer were
demolition of the crphanage.  found on the third floor: “One aulumn day Mary Ellen
and Granny were busy getting ready for winter.”

The copper cornerstone box, emplaced in 1892, has
preserved Ils contents well, In addition {o several

mﬂnphs of some of the higherups in Helena's

¢ community toward the end of the lasi cenicry,

some well-worn coins and religious medals und three
newspapers were found,

A comfortable home
hlminih&le,lleilrlndtpuﬂmlh.d
this lo say about the then new orphanage:
“Bishop (J. B.) Brondel will lay the cornerstone of
the new orphan home this afternocon at 3 o'clgck.

PRE-DEMOLITION  DESTR- process. began last April. The
UCTION ,—"Several of the or-- orphange closed in 1964, 72 years
phanage’s statues were  aller construction began in 1892,

destroyed, presumably by van-  (Staff photos by Norma Tirrell)
dals, before the tearing down ' :

Severa) of the secular and regular clergy will assist his red satin background, is a Unler-nugiet of gold.
lordship, and the ceremonies promise to be very When the orphanage closed In 1984, it had only three
solemn and imposing . . . It (the building) measures floors. The top (loor was “shauken off” during the
160" x 80, will have four floors, all modern ac- carthquake, according to Armstrong: Though only 13
commadations, and bids [air to.be the finesl orphan erphans Hved in the hame when it closed, S Joseph's
: " asylum on this side of Lhe Mississippi. It (construction) - cnce housed 373 children.
' should continue until the poor litlle cnes are sheltered The home appears to have heen self sufficient, with a
under the hospitable roc! of the asylum, and until separale school hiouse, a huge barn, a lsundry, garden
Montana can say to the world that every fatherless and space and underground storage. Though 'much has
matherless child in Monlana bas & comfortable home already come down, mare is ye! to fall. Armatrong has
: ; aon . e wmm il:‘u:'= tendwn” and love of the Sisters of Charily a two-year de:;miitin? c:latract that hagm:h last April.
R will ma sore hearts forget that their parenls The future of the site has not.yel been determined,
| 'AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN — demolition contract to tear down. the old St. are no more." o according to Armstrong. But the contents of the cor-
‘l The Armstrong Construction Co, of Great Falls Joseph's orphanage north of Helena. The or- Al the bottom of the box, buried beneath papers and

5 nerstone will go the owner of the property — the
| has quite a bit of work yet to doon a twu_mr phanage schape] pictured above, is about to go. photes, is a tiny, tarnished ailver locket. Inside, on a Montana Power Co. .



